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TAGS: PFOR, RP, US 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO LECHOCO VERDICT 

REF: STATE 100090 

1 . PRESS COVERAGE OF LECHOCO ACQUITTAL HAS BEEN RESTRAINED. 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY (PNA) CARRIED PERFUNCTORY, STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD ACCOUNT WHICH NOTED THAT JURY "GAVE WEIGHT TO TESTI 
MONIES OF DEFENSE WITNESSES THAT LECHOCO WAS TEMPORARILY 
INSANE WHEN HE COMMITTED THE CRIMINAL ACT" AND QUOTED 
AMBASSADOR EDUARDO ROMUALDEZ AS SAYING, "I WISH MR. LECHOCO 
WELL. I WISH HIS FAMILY ALL HAPPINESS." MAY 4 EVENING POST 

AND MAY 5 EDITIONS OF TIMES JOURNAL AND DAILY EXPRESS ALL RAN 
PNA STORY WITHOUT EMBROIDERY UNDER SMALL, FRONT-PAGE HEADLINES. 
THE BULLETIN TODAY (WHICH DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE TO PNA SERVICE) 
IGNORED LECHOCO STORY. SO FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO EDITORIAL 
COMMENT. 

2. COMMENT: GOP DOES NOT SEEM PARTICULARLY EXERCISED 

OVER LECHOCO ACQUITTAL. INCLUSION OF AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ' 
MAGNANIMOUS COMMENT IN PHILIPPINE WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNT WOULD 
INDICATE THAT FORGIVENESS IS ORDER OF THE DAY. WE WILL 
REPORT ANY FURTHER REACTION. 
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